
SBCC’s Clean Wilmington Initiative Receives Grant From Valero Wilmington Refinery 

WILMINGTON, CA June 26th, 2018 — SBCC hosted a check presentation event that 
acknowledged Valero Wilmington Refinery’s $10,000 sponsorship of the 
organization’s Clean Wilmington Initiative. 

Valero’s Director of Community Relations and Government Affairs, Brissa Sotelo-
Vargas, and Valero Environmental Employee/site champion, Matt Smith, presented 
SBCC’s Executive Director, Colleen Mooney, and Clean Wilmington’s founder and 
Program Manager, Salvador Lara, with the funding after sharing how the initiative 
compliments the values encompassed by Valero’s community investment and giving 
priorities. Valero’s green initiative is part of the company’s guiding principles to share 
success within the communities where they live, work and play through volunteerism, 
charitable giving and as committed stewards of the environment. Funding from 
Valero will help to ensure the sustainability of the Clean Wilmington initiative into the 
future as the program grows and evolves in Wilmington and beyond. The check 
presentation was witnessed by dozens of Wilmington residents, Valero volunteers, 
Wilmington YMCA volunteers and SBCC staff.   

After the check presentation, Valero and resident volunteers proceeded with a 
cleanup surrounding SBCC’s office/community center located on Marine Avenue. 
Cleanup volunteers also targeted F St. and Avalon Blvd. in Wilmington, picking up 
trash and removing weeds.  Since April of 2018, Valero volunteers have partnered 
with Clean Wilmington on an ongoing basis to implement a monthly cleanup event. 

Overall, the June 26th event served to unite the community around the positive 
impact Clean Wilmington has in the community every day, while recognizing Valero’s 
monetary and volunteer commitment to the program’s scope of work and 
sustainability. 



About Clean Wilmington 

Clean Wilmington is a  volunteer-driven initiative that focuses its efforts on removing 
trash, weeds, illegally dumped items and other blight stemming from local industry 
and Port-related transportation activity. Clean Wilmington actively maintains over 19 
sites, encompassing sidewalk, roadway and green space lining cargo-truck storage 
yards and transportation corridors. Since its founding in 2007, the initiative has 
expanded its efforts to incorporate the planting of sustainable and water-wise 
greenery in areas once plagued by systematic blight and neglect. While Clean 
Wilmington’s volunteer activities have contributed to aesthetic appeal, efforts have 
also reduced toxic runoff into storm drains— contributing to cleaner waterways and 
healthier public spaces for the local community. Since its founding, local volunteers 
have come together and contributed to dozens of cleanup events— building upon the 
social capital that forges connected and healthy communities. Clean Wilmington was 
founded by community activist Salvador Lara, who remains to lead the initiative. Clean 
Wilmington joined SBCC in early 2016, and has since grown to employ two full-time 
and one part-time staff members. 

About SBCC, Thrive LA 

As an established leader in the Los Angeles region, SBCC has empowered 
individuals, strengthened families and transformed communities in partnership with 
community residents for more than four decades. Originally established in 1973 as a 
community mental health center, SBCC has provided free and low-cost counseling 
and psychotherapy services to families and individuals in need. While we continue 
that work today, SBCC has grown and evolved over the years to address broader 
challenges faced by individuals, families and communities throughout Los Angeles. 
Today, SBCC is a multi-faceted organization whose objectives are focused on 
supporting resident-driven civic engagement and positive social change— building 
communities where children and families thrive. Our mission is anchored in SBCC’s 
core belief that sustainable social impact must be resident-led and community-driven. 
Through this work, we promote local leadership so residents become active agents of 
change.  

SBCC operates throughout Los Angeles County and in all 8 Service Planning Areas 
(SPAs) — reaching over 10,000 individuals and families annually. Through our robust 
portfolio of strategies, we harness new ideas and innovative solutions that provide 
residents with the tools they need to lead healthy, productive and self determined 



lives. SBCC focuses on five impact areas: Family Well-Being, Relationship-Based 
Community Organizing, Innovative Economic Initiatives, Child Development and Early 
Education, and Pathways to Self-Sufficiency for Youth and Adults. 

SBCC, Thrive LA’s Mission 

SBCC’s mission is to reduce economic and social inequality in historically 
marginalized communities through relationship-based community organizing and 
authentic resident-driven civic engagement. Our mission is anchored in SBCC’s core 
belief that sustainable social impact must be resident-led and community-driven. 
SBCC has empowered individuals, strengthened families, and transformed 
communities in partnership with community residents for more than four decades. 
Through this work, we promote local leadership so residents become active agents of 
change. 

SBCC Contacts 

Business Phone— (310) 414.2090 

Colleen Mooney, Executive Director — comooney@sbcglobal.net 

Chandelle Wiebe, Director of Development — cwiebe@sbaycenter.com 

Salvador Lara, Clean Wilmington Program Manager — slara@sbaycenter.com 

General Inquiries— info@sbaycenter.com  
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